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Clothing Markets in America* 


Textiles and Clothing Industry 


ie. Textiles and clothing ere the fourth lergest_industry in America 
ae : (16,21 billions) being topped by foods, machinery, iron, and steel, 
ae The industry has less mechanization than any other, so the number 
of wage carners has grown steadily, 


The women's apperel industry is only about 100 years old, put number 
one in employment, It hes been estimated that in 1791 two-thirds to 
four-fifths of all clothing was made by homemakers, The first ready 
to-wear produced consisted of shoes and hats in 1837, In 1840 the 
. first fectories for cloaks, suits, and mantilleas were established, 
In the Jewish imnigration (1880-90) many reported themselves ss dress- 
nekerns, seamstresses and the like, Industry had bad growing pe ins. 
Sweatshops anc. other bad conditions ge ve the industry 4 reputation 
which it has not completely overcome, Unions began in 1879 with the 
harter of the International Ladies! Garment Workers Union, In 1910 
e. strike of 9 wecks resulted in protocol yeace=-vacation, connittee 
‘of disputes, sanitery control, payment in cash and other benefits. It was 
the beginning of collective bargaining, ‘There has not been a major 
‘strike in this union in. Now York for 22 veers, 


| i In 19¢4 Congress cut off innigration, The European pool of skilled 
a workers hes cried up. Some firms predict they will, be out of business 
_ in 10 yorrs. The average age of workers in better shops is 60 yorrs 


or more, ‘he work requires skilled hancicraft, How to solve? Labor 
take in epprent ices; cevelopment of section system of production, 


Quick look at_ earnings: In 1898.-baster, $1,88 per cay; closk maker, 

$2.70 per day (10 to 12 hour working Gey or more). Now - $14.98 for 
6 to 8 hour dey and 5 day weck. Highly.skilleod workers £10,000 or 
a ae uiore & year, 


viek look et production increases? 
1927 - - - 104 million women's and misses! cresses 
1939 - = = 109 nillion wonen's and misses! dresses 


1907) a a oF ATT ion “blouses * - 
TPE OO oe er oe million blouses (due to fashion) 


1937 - - = 859,000 skirts 


LOGO SS million skirts (due to fashion) _ 
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& : *iotes taken by Alice Linn from the talk given by Barl .=lhart, 


Mees menaging ecitor, Wonen's Wear Da ALY» at the\ Syracuse Seminar; on. 
‘Ses August 16, 1948, weedy by | 
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percent of children's and infants! coats; and 74 percent of bl. 


Regional iarkets. 


afew Yorke Sy) 04,0000" Boe 
| “ 2 Bu 
oe vi Los 5 Angeles 
Philedelphia ne aL onan cities | 
‘St. Louis” if Hacenanél eLey ; 
Cleveland rf 


New York p: 
Sonneries Mieseeasus de cas eant! of entire fea ‘s re incoat | 
greatest percentege of children's and infants! underwear end n 
of woven production; 59 percent of children's and infants! dre 


section system is found in erceatest nercontage outside New York, 1 
in the Middle Neste Bige ‘est rogional market outside of New York 
Chicego. 


Chicago nakes alnost every kind of women's apparel, Before tho Ww. (tee 
most common nrice in Crosses was $10, 75 end $12 - now $14 and $1i 
nih Nios Car abe are, mie bs eta rather than reyes | of 


not Eihoncitwes Moh i dress eae are here therd. several ti 
year, ‘che. et hears BOE Y ‘and suit industry grew curing the First 1 
War, then decreased, grew egain curing the Second Vorld Wars now’ 
its own, Part: of the wesh dress market is on an open ‘shop basise 
Although Chicego is a big wholesaler of wesh dresses, wholesaling © 
wonen!'s dresses is paeey less common than it Was 0 year BLOs 


Los Angcles. iis grown. nda Chics Z0 hay spenesuanie cou is outst anc 
for sportswear, spectator and motite. It claims to have origine 
pedal pushers, midriff, and other styles, Adrian's custom wholesale 
and 10 or 12 other immortant houses have added materially to the 
reputation of the Los Angcles market. fhe: only time it. shows'.e 
ew York is in resort apparcl, ‘The narket ia Los Angeles is not I 
unionized, California Apparel Creators is the leading BYOUPe 
San Francisco started work. clothes during the gold rush. ~ Tt has < 
70 million dollar yearly volume now, Prices are moderate, dres ry 
SLOW SiC Oee Ou, Wes is nostly union with few open shops, in con ast — 
to Los Angeles, San’ ene has more insice shops because r ren 
estate costs less, An apperel conter is now Bites aoe 


Philadelphia is important for production. but age ron scree 

nanufacture of clothing for persons 5 feet 4 inches and under 
with Hdelson end Sens, The largest house for children's clot es 
in the U.S, is Roscneu Bros. Beta" 


ot. Louis is the city of junior fashions, 
Boston in 1897 started in uncerwear, and hee ees and. now nek gi 
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3 pene factor in women! s coats, 
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1 = Pashion uns: on a sohodulet 


Jamary, ‘Fobrusry, ad Nerch — Show cottons, woolse 
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sa lage -— ‘Fall showings, BRS: eA, 


Holiday showings. 
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Suter oes and bras. 
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a5. aoe Teen weer. 


aaa poptiler-prtced 


Spo ihe yet eaetian Company is still an 


Ty Sant ibnee news as it @evelops: and 


cae the pattern of the industry. It has changed since before the 
then it was complicated with a second showing (tied with Paris 


cal set-ups are now growing in the textile industry, 


ping will be diminished. Textron is the most famous of the 


Se. 


83 ¢ ce Aath bleach, dye and give special finishes). 


Burlington Mills are now tending toward their own 
«The question is what will happen to vertical patterns 
e falling market, (Converter pattern was typical in prewar 
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4 Hie 
Questions and.Auswers) +’ ] a es hull ; ay ae ap 
Q, How about clothes for older women? os yey Tee HE ate 


aus eyes rey * eae 
PBA al Nee 5 


A..°@he unsolved problem of economics, Very few stores have 
Icarned to merchandise snd scll mature or larger sizes which.are. ; ; 
primarily a manufacturing problem, (From a given yardage 100: dresses: | 
cen be meade in junior size, but only 75 of largor sizcs)e 


Qo): Mhevsmekl, older: wonan has the worst problem; styles are 
too youthful, pt 


. A, Zelf-size was supposed to solve her problems "> 


6 Oe Vay cath t we Triad anything between very low undesirable goods 
and the vory high pricéd? | 


A, Showings this lay and June placed more emphesis on meciume 
priced lines, The manufacturcrs' theory was that shopners would be 
shopping more errofully, iicon's wear will go Upe American Yoolen hes 
just announcea price increrscs, Cotton and labor have doubled “in cost 
sinee before the were . 


Follow-Up Session 

In the mecting following iir. Blhart's talky Syrecuse merbhants presented 

exenples of garments from verious markets, “ere are a fow: From Dallas, - 
young sports clothes, including » corduroy outfits Fron Bleveland, 
costs in popular prices and featured a half-size cut to hide fat, From 
Boston, skirts snd blouses, From California, & Mary McCoy $25 dress 
(important designer in junior fiold), From Chicago, a Rothmoor coat 
(explained thet averrge trilor's pay is $280 for hand tailoring that 
goes into a Rothmoor cont $ pointed out patented front edge ami explained 
that a panel of buyers sclect styles each season,) From Harrodsburg, 
Ky.s © mass-produced coat by Freddy Weisman, alled = Sportleigh for 
$39,95, This wes shown as cn exemple of a manufacturer who movec to 

the country to produce more cheaply and have better conditions for 
workers, From St, Levis, « Doris Dodson Junior Model. From +ew Yorks 
Herbert Sondheim high-style young clothes; Mangone Carnegic, Rosensteiny 
and others. ' . 


